
Summer 2021 COVID FAQs 

1. Will there be water play? Is there any way you can include pool/swim time back into 

camp? 

  We will have onsite water play with sprinklers, water slides, slip n slides, and other 

water toys. We will not be travelling to a rented pool or water parks for the summer since 

mixing with the public, especially unmasked, would be unavoidable. We will be utilizing 

personal tents in addition to restrooms to allow children some individual space and privacy 

while changing clothes.  

2. Will you be reconsidering the "cannot leave the metro DC area" requirement, 

especially for the 4th of July weekend, and if family that you would be visiting are 

vaccinated? 

We regret that we will not change this requirement since children are not yet eligible to 

be vaccinated.  

3. What will travel camp look like? How many trips per week? What will they be doing 

on non-trip days? If masks are not required outside by then, will you follow that 

guidance? What kind of trips are planned for Travel Camp? 

Travel camp (6th-9th grade) will be the only program to travel offsite via school bus, 

seated in alternating seats with open windows. Travel camp will take one trip a week to a 

COVID safe destination (outdoors, socially distanced, limited contact with outside groups). On 

other days, travel campers will participate in specialties such as art, drama, mad science, 

cooking, and sports, as well as Leadership Training and free time. We will continue to follow 

CDC guidelines on masking and distancing requirements. 

4. Will activities be mainly outdoors? 

Approximately 60% of our day will be spent outside, in shaded, covered, or tented 

locations where possible. We have arranged rain locations for many activities in case of 

thunderstorms, using large rooms to allow for distancing, with doors and windows open for 

increased ventilation; a few activities such as water time and sports will necessarily be 

postponed during heavy rainstorms and/or thunderstorms. If it is light rain, we still plan to go 

outside. 

5. Are all staff required to be vaccinated? 

Staff who are currently eligible to be vaccinated have been told they are required to do 

so by early June. We hope that staff younger than 16 will become vaccinated once Pfizer 

extends their vaccine eligibility and we will encourage them to get their vaccines. Due to age 

restrictions and exemptions, we anticipate around 70% of our staff will be vaccinated. 

6. What will be the mask wearing policies?  



Masks must be worn inside at all times and must be worn outside when people are less 

than 6 feet apart. Clean, well-fitting masks are to be brought from home; replacements will be 

made available if masks are compromised. We encourage you to pack a back up mask daily. 

7. How will meals and snacks be organized?   

All campers will eat lunch and snacks outdoors, 6 feet apart. We will be staggering 

snacks and meals throughout the day rather than having all of camp eating at the same time to 

maximize our use of space.  

8. What is the plan is someone is awaiting COVID test results? 

a. We will notify the Fairfax County Health Department of any COVID-19 cases and 

will follow their instructions. 

b. If a camper or staff member has COVID-19, their bunk will need to quarantine for 

10 days. 

c. If a member of a camper or staff’s household has COVID-19, that individual will 

need to quarantine for 10 days but no action will be taken bunk wide if they test 

negative. 

d. If a member of a camper or staff’s household has been exposed to COVID-19 

outside of camp, they will need to quarantine but no action will be taken bunk 

wide. 

No refunds will be given for "voluntarily" quarantining for other activities such as overnight 

camp. Scenarios for refunding: 

I. Scenario 1: one camper/family is exposed to a symptomatic person who is 

waiting for test results and the camper(s) stay home for a few days. 50% refund 

for days missed AFTER the 3rd day. 

II. Scenario 2: one camper has symptoms and stays home for a few days out of 

caution/while waiting for a PCR COVID test that ultimately comes back negative. 

50% refund for days missed AFTER the 3rd day. 

III. Scenario 3: one camper/family is exposed and they stay home for 14 days (they 

have an ongoing exposure to someone in their home with a diagnosed case of 

COVID). 50% refund for all days missed.  

IV. Scenario 4: a camper is diagnosed with COVID so their entire bunk is considered 

exposed and the bunk is closed. Limited online programming offered to that 

bunk. 50% refund for all days missed. 

V. Any siblings of the sick child would be considered exposed and need to stay 

home for the full quarantine period. They would need to be tested and their own 

bunks would be closed pending the PCR test results. If the PCR test was positive 

then that bunk would remain closed. 50% refund for days missed.   

 

9. What camp traditions are NOT happening this summer? 



 The following activities are cancelled for Summer 2021: Tzofim (Israeli scouts), shaving 

cream fights, off site swim programming, water park field trips, and family-wide social events. 

All other activities will be adjusted as necessary to accommodate distancing (e.g., singing will be 

outdoors only, distanced and masked).  We will absolutely have our carnival and color war, 

although attendance will be rotated throughout the day. For out of camp hours, we have also 

adjusted all overnight trips to be on-site late nights (4th-9th graders).  

10. What should my camper bring to camp every day? 

Please see our Camper Supply List which outlines everything your camper should bring 

to camp.  

11. What do we need to know about packing snack, water, and lunch for campers this 

summer? 

We will still be offering a daily snack as well as pizza lunch on Fridays. All other days 

campers should bring a nut-free lunch (please see Camper Supply List) and water bottle. 

Our daily snack is posted on the Camp Calendar with gluten free and dairy free options 

available. Campers may also bring a snack from home if they prefer.  

12. Will there be morning meeting and Shabbat as a community? 

Most morning meetings will be conducted through PA announcements with occasional 

appearances by our Leadership Team to individual bunks. Shabbat Services will be observed 

outdoors with 3-4 bunks at a time.  

13. How will you have a full camp community feel if each bunk stays so separate?  

We are also grappling with this concern. This year will be a re-building year for us and 

we are trying to ease campers and staff back to our building as safely as possible, physically, 

mentally, and emotionally. We have programmed some of our large activities outside and 

distanced with other groups to create a sense of community; however, we must limit these 

groups to 50 or less. We are also planning options such as “penpal” bunks to substitute for 

buddy bunks, but we understand that this year will by necessity look somewhat different from 

previous years. 

14. Will color war have the usual format?  

Much of color war will be similar to previous years, and we will be staggering or 

distancing our large group activities such as the bucket brigade and relay to accommodate for 

distancing requirements.  

15. How will before and after-care look different than in the past? 

Extended Day Programming will take place outside with campers distanced except in the 

case of thunderstorms. Aftercare will offer a healthy snack and a rotation of activities such as 
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sports, crafts, and quiet time as it typically has done. In addition to being masked, campers will 

need to maintain a distance of 6 feet or more. If you are interested in signing up for Extended 

Care, please do so ASAP as spots are limited. 

16. Will there be specialists who will spend time with every single bunk? 

Most of our specialties will have several teams who only interact with a few bunks each. 

Specialists will be very distanced while instructing; only one bunk will be with a specialist at a 

time in a large space to allow for distancing.  

17. Will campers be permitted to do "extra-curricular" activities like going to the pool 

outside of camp?  

Since all our campers and some of our staff are still too young to obtain vaccines, we ask 

all families to sign our Health Pledge to limit risky activities throughout the camp session. 

Please refer to CDC Risk charts.  

18. What, if anything, will change about the pickup and dropoff procedures?  

This year we are not able to permit parents or chaperones to enter the building or stand in the 

portico to pick up campers in the afternoons.  

Morning drop off: Campers will need to have their temperature taken before they exit your 

vehicles. You will also need to provide a confirmation that your campers have passed the daily 

health screening by showing us a passing result on your phone. Camp staff will be available to 

escort children out of cars and to their classrooms each morning.  

Afternoon pickup: In the afternoon, we use a number system and radio your camper’s number 

to carpool staff so your camper can be ready to get in your car when you pull up to the school 

portico (remember your carpool card and keep it visible!). Carpool numbers will be emailed to 

you before camp begins and will be placed in backpacks on the first day of camp. Travel 

campers will be waiting in the portico, grades Pk-2 will be distanced in the school lobby, and 3-5 

graders will wait in classrooms, and will be escorted by camp staff to their cars. Those 

preschoolers who are dismissed at 1:30pm will be picked up in the circular drive at the upper 

level.  

19.   Will the cicadas keep campers indoors this summer?  

Brood X should be largely dissipated by the time camp begins on June 23.  

Many of the questions we received, as well as some above, have been listed 

on our website under COVID Updates and FAQs since early spring. We are 

always here to answer your questions, but for the quickest response most of 

the time our website is the way to go! 
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